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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

Claim 1-17 (Canceled) 

18. (Currently Amended) A tire including a tread on a t i r e having a carcass 
reinforcement surmounted by a crown reinforcement, the tread provided on its 
running surface with a plurality of tread grooves of depth h; the grooves including at 
least circumferential grooves separated axially by ribs; the tread comprising at least 
one internal anti-rubber-on-rubber connection element forming comprising two 
branch portions each having radially inner and outer ends and a common part 
interconnecting the radially inner ends; the two branch portions forming, together 
with the common part, a space which delimits a volume of filler material occupying 
said space; said filler material being removable from said space for creating a 
regrooving groove; said at least one anti-connection element, when viewed in a 
meridian section, having in part a contour identical to the contour of a wall of the 
regrooving groove; the radially outermost portion of said at least one anti-connection 
element located farthest from the tire's axis of rotation being spaced from the running 
surface by a distance hi which is less than the depth h of the grooves; the radially 
innermost portion of said at least one anti-connection element located closest to the 
axis of rotation being spaced from the running surface by a maximum regrooving 
height H; wherein said at least one anti-connection element includes at le ast on e a 
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recess arrangement formed therein which receives rubb e r of said tr o ad; enables 
rubber of said tread to form a retaining portion extending from one branch portion to 
the other at a location radially inwardly of the radially outermost portion of the anti- 
connection element and radially outwardly of the common part; the at l oast one 
r e c e ss arrang e d recess arrangement positioned such that during tire travel when the 
tr e ad i s f l attened against a road surfac e and said radially outermost portion of said at 
le ast on e anti - conn e ct i on e lem e nt op e ns ends of said branch portions open on to the 
running surface after tread wear to expose the f il l e r mat e rial, the rubb o r of said tr e ad 
r o c oi v o d i n sa i d rocoss is s i tuated radia ll y outward l y of, and i n radia l ly over l y i ng 
r e lat i onship to, a portion of said fil l er mat e r i a l at a l ocat i on radia ll y inwardly of said 
rad iall y out e rmost portion of said at l e ast on e ant i conn e ct i on e le m e nt for res i sting 
space, said retaining portion resists radial forces tending to eject said filler material 
from said tr e ad space . 

19. (Canceled) 

20. (Currently Amended) The tr e ad tire according to claim 18 wherein the at 
least one anti-connection element includes a wall having a thickness in the range of 
0.2 to 2 mm. 

21. (Currently Amended) The tfead tire according to claim 18 wherein the at 
least one anti-connection element has an anti-sticking property relative to both the 
tread rubber and the filler material. 
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22. (Currently Amended)) The tr e ad tire according to claim 21 wherein the at 
least one anti-connection element comprises a spac e fill e d w i th a solid material. 

23. (Currently Amended) The tr e ad tire according to claim 24- 18 wherein the 
at least one anti-connection element comprises a one-piece solid insert. 

24. (Currently Amended) The tr e ad tire according to claim 18 wherein the at 
least one anti-connection element is formed of a tearable material. 

25. (Canceled) 

26. (Currently Amended) The tr e ad tire according to claim 18 wherein the at 
l e ast on e ant i- conn e ct i on e l e m e nt i nclud e s a wa ll which forms th e spac e containing 
th e f ille r mat e r i a l , th e spac e having a radia ll y outward op e n i ng formed by two 
branches of the wa ll that are arranged g e n e ra l ly substantially parallel to an 
equatorial plane of the tire. 

27. (Currently Amended) The tread tire according to claim 18 wherein the 
distance (h - hi) is at least equal to a thickness of a wear indicator located in the 
bottom of each circumferential groove of the tread. 

28. (Currently Amended) The tread tire according to claim 2& 1_8 wherein 
radially outer ends of the branches have respective contours in the form of 
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circumferentially continuous lines of varying height, measured in a radial direction to 
define the recess arrangement . 

29. (Currently Amended) The tr e ad tire according to claim 28 wherein the 
contours are representative of a periodic function. 

30. (Canceled) 

31 . (Currently Amended) The tr e ad tire according to claim 1 8 wherein the at 
least one anti-connection element comprises an i ncis i on form e d b e tw ee n th e tr e ad 
rubb e r and th e fil le r mat e ria l apertures formed through each branch portion at 
respective locations spaced radially inwardly from the branch portion's radially outer 
end . 

32. (Currently Amended) The tread tire according to claim 4-9 1_8 wherein the 
anti-connection element and the rubb e r filler material define a radially outer 
circumferential surface when the radially outermost portion of the at least one anti- 
connection element opens on to the running surface after tread wear, wherein th e at 
le ast on e bridg e compris e s a plura li ty there is a plurality of the retaining portions in 
the form of bridges spaced circumferentially apart along such outer surface; each 
bridge defining a radially outer bridging surface, wherein a total area of said bridging 
surfaces is in the range of 5% to 35% of the area of the outer circumferential surface 
defined by the anti-connection element and the filler material. 
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33. (Currently Amended) The tr e ad tire according to claim 18 wherein the at 
least one anti-connection element comprises a plurality of anti-connection elements 
extending respectively in a circumferential direction of the tire and a plurality of anti- 
connection elements extending in a direction transversely of the circumferential 
direction. 

34. (Currently Amended) The tr e ad tire according to claim 18 wherein the at 
least one anti-connection element includes an indicator for indicating when the at 
least one anti-connection element has come into contact with a roadway after tread 
wear. 

35. (Currently Amended) The tr e ad tire according to claim 34 wherein the 
indicator comprises a coloration of the at least one anti-connection element which is 
different from a coloration of the tread. 

36. (Canceled) 

37. (Currently Amended) A method of regrooving a tread according to claim 
4-9 1_8 wherein th e at l east on o bridge compr i s e s a p l urality of spac e d apart bridges; 
th e d i stance (h h 4 ) b e ing at l oast o qua l to a th i ckness of a w e ar i ndicator l ocat e d i n 
the bottom of at l e ast some of th e tr e ad's circumfer e nt i a l groov e s, the m e thod 
compr i sing, after visualization of the radially upp e r outer ends of the ant i- conn e ct i on 
e lem e nts branch portions following tread wear, of cutting out som e , but le ss than a l l 
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of th e br i dg e s and e xtract i ng th e fil le r mater i al by br e ak i ng the r e ma i n i ng br i dges by 
tract i on the retaining portion is cut-out and the filler material is removed . 

38. (New) A tire including a tread having a carcass reinforcement 
surmounted by a crown reinforcement, the tread provided on its running surface with 
a plurality of tread grooves of depth h; the grooves including at least circumferential 
grooves separated axially by ribs; the tread comprising at least one internal anti- 
rubber-on-rubber connection element comprising two branch portions each having 
radially inner and outer ends and a common part interconnecting the radially inner 
ends, the two branch portions separated axially and forming, together with the 
common part, a space which delimits a volume of filler material occupying said 
space; said filler material being removable from said space for creating a regrooving 
groove; said at least one anti-connection element, when viewed in a meridian 
section, having in part a contour identical to the contour of a wall of the regrooving 
groove; the radially outermost portion of said at least one anti-connection element 
located farthest from the tire's axis of rotation being spaced from the running surface 
by a distance hi which is less than the depth h of the grooves; the radially innermost 
portion of said at least one anti-connection element located closest to the axis of 
rotation being spaced from the running surface by a maximum regrooving height H; 
wherein said at least one anti-connection element includes a recess arrangement 
formed therein which enables rubber of said tread to form a retaining portion 
connected to the filler material at a location radially inwardly of the radially outermost 
portion of said at least one anti-connection element; the recess arrangement 
positioned such that during tire travel when said radially outermost ends of said 
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branch portions open on to the running surface after tread wear to expose the space, 
said retaining portion resists radial forces tending to eject said filler material from 
said space. 

39. (New) The tire according to claim 38 wherein the anti-connection 
element is of U-shaped cross section. 

40. (New) The tire according to claim 38 wherein the anti-connection 
element is of V-shaped cross section. 

41 . (New) The tire according to claim 38 wherein the at least one anti- 
connection element comprises circumferentially separated sections, wherein the 
retaining portion is disposed circumferentially between the sections. 

42. (New) A method of regrooving a tread according to claim 38 wherein 
after visualization of the radially outer ends of the branch portions following tread 
wear, the retaining portion is cut-out and the filler material removed. 



